Rotary Ambassador of Goodwill Award

Notes on First-Year Awards
District Conference

1. Nice exhibit with photos, logo, and handouts (FAQs, Application and Getting Started).

2. Friday evening presentation.  Brief introduction on history and requirements of new award.  Read names of 24 Rotarians from 10 clubs who received the award.

General observations regarding applications

1. In answering the question “How far back can we go for eligible travel dates?” we said, “Two years, but use your own good judgment since this is the first one.”  We had only two applications earlier than calendar 2005, one in 2004 and one in 2002 (DG).

2. We received several applications with multiple travel dates.  We selected only the most recent one (and so advised the relevant applicants).  This made the first-year applications simpler to deal with.  

3. Two eligible Rotarians initially declined the award.  One eventually agreed to receive it and be recognized at the district meeting.  The other was against Rotary award pins as a general principle, but as a Rotary travel team leader he said he would cheer for the Rotarians on his team who were receiving the award.

4. One Rotarian who requested an application for a Rotary trip covered by an RF Individual Grant was declined on the basis that the AGA award was for Rotarians traveling at their own expense. 

5. One application came from a Rotarian member of the Rotary International Fellowship of Sport Divers.  A group of them went to the Honduras in the Caribbean to dive and made a contribution of over $1,000 to a local orphanage.  They had made similar contributions in previous years through the local Rotary club, but there was no club in this area.  We accepted the application with the comment to make such future contributions through a local Rotary club in order to be eligible for the award. 

6. An e-mail from the DG to all of the 56 club presidents in the district turned up only two eligible Rotarians that were not known to the DG.  The DG doubted that the club presidents made any serious effort to promote the new award.  This may change with the publicity in the District Newsletter following the district conference.

Phil Alexander, 5/6/06

