Ambassador of Goodwill Award

A new district/club-level award for Rotarians who travel to another country at

their own expense to further the goals and objectives of Rotary

Frequently Asked Questions

Q.  Can the Rotarian’s local club initiate and present the award?   Yes.  This is a district/club-level award.  The traveling Rotarian will fill out a simple one-page application form and transmit it to the designated district officer.  This typically will be the chair of the District Friendship Exchange Committee (DFEC), if the district has one; otherwise, the district governor or his designate.   The DFEC chair prepares the certificate, has it signed by the district governor and returns it along with the Ambassador of Goodwill pin to the local club president.  These are presented on an appropriate occasion.  These occasions provide newsworthy items about Rotary’s international activities and service projects for local publicity.
Q.  Can the travel include sightseeing?  Yes.  Provided that the travel includes a bona fide Rotary objective or activity such as a Friendship Exchange or assisting in a Rotary humanitarian project (like a polio NID), or a matching grant project including district and club-level projects, sightseeing can be included.  However, visiting Rotarians only on business or vacation travel would not qualify.
Q.  Does the Rotarian need to disclose the cost of the travel?  No.  The application simply requests the minimum amount of information to identify the Rotarian, the country(ies)/city(ies) /Rotary Club(s) visited and the type of Rotary activity involved.     

Q.  Does the district have a role in the award?  Yes.  In addition to preparing the certificate and supplying certificates and pins, the district should recognize all recipients of the award at least once a year.  This is done at the district annual conference and preferably in conjunction with a presentation by one or more of the traveling Rotarians.   The district designate or chair of the District Friendship Exchange Committee also summarizes the information on the applications and reports it in the district newsletter.
Q.  Can the same Rotarian receive the award more than once?   Yes.  Just as the Paul Harris Fellow can be awarded multiple times to the same individual, the Ambassador of Goodwill Award can be awarded for each separate trip (but not each country if more than one is involved in a trip).  One of the reasons for the award is to be able to determine how much self-funded travel Rotarians do to further the goals and objectives of Rotary.
    Q.  Do GSE team leaders and Rotarians traveling on individual grants receive the award because they travel to another country to further the goals and objectives of Rotary?  No.  The expenses of the GSE team leader and Rotarians traveling on individual grants are covered by funds from the Rotary Foundation.   They may, at the discretion of the district, receive the AGA pin but not the certificate.
   Q.  May spouses and children traveling with the Rotarian receive the Ambassador of Goodwill pin?   Yes.  However, only the traveling Rotarian receives a certificate.  When Rotarians travel in groups, like Friendship Exchange visits, the pins may be presented before the trip begins in a simple commissioning ceremony.

Q.  Does this award conflict with the RI Service Above Self award and the Rotary Volunteers recognition pin and certificate?  No.  Because this is a district/club-level award, RI has no involvement in the selection and awarding of the recipients.  Each district will submit summary information to RI via the annual report of the chair of the DFEC regarding the number of awardees and other related information.  Over time this summary information may provide an additional source of possible recipients for the two RI awards.
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