Ambassador of Goodwill Award

A new district-level award honoring Rotarians who travel to another country at their own expense to further the goals and objectives of Rotary

Why Adopt the New Ambassador of Goodwill Award?

There are several compelling reasons for instituting the Rotary Ambassador of Goodwill Award.  First, it provides recognition for individual Rotarians at the club and district level for international service activities on behalf of Rotary.  These activities are becoming increasingly numerous as Rotary proceeds down the path of globalization.  These experiences are frequently of major significance to the participating Rotarian.  There is currently no RI recognition or award at the club or district level to celebrate these significant events.

Second, the new award promotes Rotary’s image in the international arena.  By calling attention to the international activities of Rotarians, the award can be publicized at the local and district levels within Rotary and in local, regional and national media for the general public.  It is also consistent with one of past RI President Stenhammer’s key goals: to raise public awareness of Rotary, and be supportive of Rotary International’s Global Public Image Campaign.  The data collected from the applications can also provide valuable resources to Rotarian writers and publicists.

Third, the award provides a common denominator of recognition for participation in nearly all of Rotary’s international service activities including: international conferences, local club and district international humanitarian service and matching grant projects, Rotary Friendship Exchange visits, exchanges of home stays between Rotary sister clubs, and other Rotary sponsored activities involving unreimbursed travel to another country. 

Finally, by recognizing the award recipients at the annual district conference, the district can provide key information to Rotary International for strategic planning purposes via the DFEC chairs' annual reports.  This information can be aggregated to give a reliable measure of individual Rotarian participation in international service activities for all of Rotary.  Since the information includes the purpose of travel, Rotary clubs, districts and country or countries visited, the aggregate data can also be analyzed to provide useful feedback on various Rotary International programs and initiatives.  
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